
OCT 3 – NOV 7 
2017

Dramatic shifts in human history tend to spring from small acts of 
resistance and revolution. What can these acts in the past reveal 

about the modern world? Join us for the 2017 Tucson Humanities 
Festival: Resistance & Revolution, a series of topical lectures, 

panel discussions and events, including noteworthy guests, 
presented by the UA College of Humanities. 

humanitiesfestival.arizona.edu

WEDNESDAY 
OCT 4 @ 7:00PM

 UA POETRY CENTER
Helen S. Schaefer Building, Dorothy Rubel Room 1508 E. Helen St.

FREE & OPEN TO PUBLIC   FREE Parking after 5PM

IMPERFECT 
LEGACY:  
FROM NATIONAL LIBERATION 
TO MEANINGFUL FREEDOM 
IN AFRICA

Presented by:

Phyllis Taoua 
UA FRENCH & ITALIAN

The push for independence in African 
nations was ultimately an incomplete 
process, with the people often left to 
wrestle with a partial, imperfect legacy. 
The various transitions to independence 
from Ghana to South Africa produced 
uneven results that do not fit neatly 
into narratives of “failure” or “success.” 
Decolonization in Africa unfolded as a 
tug of war between the leaders of protest 
movements and the defenders of European 
colonial rule, with violent repression 
defining the landscape and leaders often 
murdered or jailed. Living with tremendous 
loss, survivors forged on in continued hope, 
while custodians of imperial domination 
pushed back. Rather than liberation in 
name alone, the ongoing struggle has  
been one for meaningful freedom. 
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