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The push for independence in African
nations was ultimately an incomplete
process, with the people often left to
wrestle with a partial, imperfect legacy.
The various transitions to independence
from Ghana to South Africa produced
uneven results that do not fit neatly

into narratives of “failure” or “success.”
Decolonization in Africa unfolded as a

tug of war between the leaders of protest
movements and the defenders of European
colonial rule, with violent repression
defining the landscape and leaders often
murdered or jailed. Living with tremendous
loss, survivors forged on in continued hope,
while custodians of imperial domination

pushed back. Rather than liberation in UA POETRY CENTER
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